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Worship Schedule:  
Services will be 9:00 am with Holy Communion and 11:00 am-
Sunday School 9:30 am for all ages 
Mission News from Brown Memorial U.M.C.

Hello friends,

I just wanted to give you an update on what is happening at Brown so here goes.
Trinity collected 125 cans of fruits and vegetables for Christmas baskets which surpassed our goal of 100.  What an awesome achievement! - Thank you!
Every Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m.about 15 youth attend the tutoring session held at Brown. It is staffed by volunteers from local churches and is designed to help these students with their homework.  A snack is served and friendships are made.  Volunteers are always needed as are healthy snacks and drinks.
The used clothing closet at Brown is alive and well and helps provide clothing at much reduced rates to the families on the West side.  Volunteer opportunities are available.

Kudos goes out to one of Brown's children.  Isabelle Crossman (16) who is the daughter of 
Esther and Edward Crossman is one of the featured artists in the United Methodist Women's prayer calendar for 2009.  She is a very talented young woman and one of the youth who is part of the tutoring program.  Congratulations to Isabelle and her family.

Peace and Love to all of you in 2009.
Submitted by Cathy Bryant

Attention All Council Chairpersons

At the most recent meeting we agreed that because we are all volunteers and we value each others gifts, talents and time, we will -each submit a written report prior to monthly meetings.  By preparing this ahead of time we can be more fluent in our discussion and will be able to honor each other by beginning each meeting PROMPLY at 7:00 pm and by ending each meeting no later than 9:00 pm.  What seems to be difficult now will begin to make all our lives easier while showing that we respect each other by our actions and we value each other by our commitment to this plan.  Thank you for your co-operation.
Cathy Bryant, Church Council Chair
Mission Afghanistan

Although Cindy Yaple’s husband Gary has safely returned from serving in Afghanistan, Trinity will continue throughout the months of January and February to collect items that will be sent to the troops and to the children living in the midst of war. 
For the children, items in need are school supplies, coats, hats boots and gloves, small toys for the soldiers, DVD’s, baby wipes, and magazines (like People).
Following the Christmas holidays, a new box will appear in the narthex to accept your gifts.

YUMS Update

 Our very own youth group, the YUMS, have had a couple of meetings thus far.  Our first meeting was Nov 4 when we made pizza’s and plans for our group meetings, discussions and activities.  On Nov 21, we bowled together at Flamingo for 2 ½ hours of bowling.  We had 16 young people, Cathy Bryant and Denise Murray too.  Pastor Patience joined us for a while.  This was her very first time bowling and we all had so much fun.  The kids were eager to give Pastor Patience many pointers and boy did we laugh!!

 Dec 4, children and families of all ages met in fellowship hall for pizza, crafts, baking cookies and making a tasty gingerbread house.  A good time had by all.  Many thanks to the Beth Jordan, Lisa and Brian Doolittle, Linda Raulli and others that helped make more fond memories.

 Calling all YUMS grades 5-12, you are invited to share in an ice-cream social immediately following the Christmas Pageant after the 11am worship service on Dec 21.  It will be at this time when we set more of a schedule for our youth group times.

All youth, grades 5-12, are invited to attend.  Bring your friends, the more the merrier.  You don’t need to be a member of our church to attend.   Mark your calendars for January 4, January 18 from 4pm-6pm for YUMS meetings at Trinity.  Our format will start with a short meet and greet, have a class/discussion for an hour or so on different topics the kids chose, including bullying, peer pressure, school, and society, to name just a few.  The group time will close with a small snack and ending at 6pm.

We will plan to watch certain movies, field trips, etc as the year progresses.  Contact Cathy Bryant 622-3550 or Denise Murray 458-0702 with any questions or ideas you may have.     
Christian Ed News
The “Twelve Days of Christmas” is this years’ pageant presentation.  This will be performed at both the 9am and 11am worship services on December 21.  The directors are Shirley O’Tier and Linda Raulli.  This was chosen to explain and describe the symbolism of the different birds as posed in the song.  Did you know the partridge in the pear tree is referring to Jesus?  We hope you will see our pageant and enjoy it as much as we have while rehearsing and learning about it.

There are no official SS classes on Dec 28.  Classes will resume on January 4, 2009 at the usual 9:30 am.

We are averaging around 8 kids each week.  We continue to offer pre-K classes as well as K-6 grades.  The older kids either help with instructional time and/or attend the youth group.  The children are learning the scriptures, re-enact that scripture through dress up, have a discussion and then close with either crafts, games or music which rotates weekly.  Children that bring in an offering ranging in food items, money, as well as participation earn God’s points which are then redeemed at the end of each month in our God Store.  The children love shopping with their earned points and if they chose to “roll over their points” to other months, they can buy bigger more “expensive” items.

We are looking for teachers to join our Christian Ed team.  The personal needs of some of our existing teachers are changing and we would really appreciate more assistants.  Please consider helping us, even if it can be once or twice a month.  Contact Shirley O’Tier 622-5585 with questions.

NOVEMBER MISSIONS
Our main focus for November was turkeys and groceries for New Salem.  There were 16 turkeys and a car full of groceries.  There was $20 received for the building project at Casowasco.  All donations were greatly appreciated.

For December we prepared 34 gift bags for the children at Brown Memorial to be presented after their Christmas pageant on the 21st.  There were school supplies, games, stuffed animals and snacks for each child.  There were also a large number of donations for their Christmas store for those adults who have attended live skills classes.  We also collected over 100 cans of food for Brown Memorial for their Christmas food boxes.  

We will continue to support the food pantry at New Salem with hams for Christmas and other food items each month.  The “food item of the week” which has been printed in the bulletin each Sunday has greatly increased the donations received.  Keep up the good work!

Another project which was started in December will continue on into January and possibly February.  We are collecting school supplies for the children of Afghanistan and there will also be items for the soldiers who are stationed there.  Please watch for more details in January.

Thank you for your generosity!

Women’s Study –Beth Moore

Women’s Study-to begin on Wednesday January 7, 2009 at 7:00 pm downstairs.

Beth Moore a Woman’s Heart:  God’s Dwelling Place-presented by Judy Van Nostrand-Questions?  Call Judy at 622-2414 or e-mail her at judy@twcny.rr.com.  Sign-Up is in the narthex or by e-mail. 

Welcome Newcomers to the 

Trinity Prayer Chain
This is an open invitation to anyone who is not currently a part of the Trinity Prayer Chain.  If you believe in the power of prayer and would like to receive notice of those in need of prayer, please join our prayer chain.  To do this, place your name and phone number on a piece of paper and indicate whether you wish only to receive a call or whether you would be willing to make calls.  The paper should be turned in to the church office or to Ann Reed.  The current Prayer Chain will be updated as necessary.  Thanks

TREASURER’S REPORT
Memorial Account Balance 11/30/2008 $  2,904.70
Capital (Savings) Accounts-11/30/2008


   Regular Savings @ M & T                  $17,534.11

        (Transfer of $260 from Feb.

         Contributions & 2.99 Int.)

   6-mo. CD @ Solvay Bank @ 2.47%   $20,123.92

        (Includes $123.92 interest)

   Regular Savings @ Solvay Bank
       $  1,000.00




       $38,658.03

   May Transfer to Operating Account      $7,000.00

   Contributions to Building Fund and Boiler 

Fund used for operating costs    $5,150.00

Checking Account Summary

   November Income

       $12,079.53

   November Expenses
                      $10,632.19

   Checking account balance 11/30/08      $1,529.32


Outstanding bills for November:



NCNY Conference





($2,125.80)

Shared ministry - billed to date:  $16,722.75

                           Paid to date:    $5,937.95 (36%)

Office Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
Keeping in touch with FEAT

Our commitment to work with youth for spiritual growth stands strong.  Children with special needs and concerns such as autism are welcome to join our church as well as our Sunday school classes.   With the professional and personal knowledge, Beth Jordan and Denise Murray are always available to assist both child and adult with adjusting to Christian education programs at Trinity.  The warm and welcoming heart of Pastor Patience and the entire congregation want to make the spiritual journey positive and fun.  

We continue to teach to at least one young boy, whom is also a member of FEAT (Families for Effective Autistic Treatments), in an inclusive setting.    He is doing very well, learning about Jesus and God; having fun the entire time with song, games, and story telling.  

On November 16, during both the 9am and 11am worship services, we had the pleasure of listening and learning more about autism and how it affects certain families as told by families from FEAT.  A heart felt thanks goes to Darcy Smithers and Bobbi Rogers for sharing their own personal stories and experiences as each family has a son with autism.  The challenge of raising children in an ever changing world has never been easy, and with special needs, the challenge can be even more daunting.  Thanks to the words of Darcy and Bobbi, we have a brief glimpse into their lives, enlightening us on different levels.

   Trinity welcomes members, new and old, to our church family and Christian education programs.  We are in this world together, we are on the journey together, footprints’ in the sand tell us we are never alone.  God Bless.

Thank You

The family of Ronald Sharp wish to thank all for their prayers and best wishes-he is doing well.
EXPRESSING GRATITUDE

The family of Wilma H. Smith wishes to express our gratitude to our church family for all their calls, cards, visits and prayers for our mother and grandmother during her hospitalization and the love and support show upon her passing.  Cindy Cronin, Steve Pierce, Heather & Mike Lawless.
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                              January Birthdays
1    Madeleine Medley   17   Tony Van Nostrand

3    Catherine Mason      18   Louie Miller

5    Eilleen Amidon      19   Robert Van Nostrand

       Shirley O’Tier          21   Daniel Frysinger

       Liberty Ann              22   Dorothy Hampton

       Van Nostrand           23   Dora Gaines

6     Fred Harke                      Nona Gruner

8     Fred Koch                 26  Denise Murry

11   Theresa Dattmore           Collin Mather 

       Tom Porter                      Evan Ulm

13   Victoria Bohanan     27  Alexandra Hotaling

14   Dan Soule                 29  David Porter

       Morgan Caputo               Lisa Doolittle

16  Kim Foraker

                           January Anniversaries

12  Norm & Ruth Decker

Baptism Rehearsal and Baptism Dates 2009
Rehearsal

            Baptism
January 10


January 11


February 14


February 15

April 11


April 12

May 9



May 10

July 11



July 12

September 19


September 20

October 31


November 1
 
Next Newsletter Deadline January 15th

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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