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Worship Schedule:  
Sunday Services are 9:00 am with Holy Communion and 11:00 am-
Sunday School 9:30 am for all ages. Ash Wednesday Service 7:30 pm
STATE OF THE CHURCH UPDATE

Stewardship & Finance along with Trustees will be presenting a "State of the Church" update at both the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services on February 1st.  A summary of financial data will be presented as well as updates from the Trustees.  Printed material will be available that day, with reprints being done in the next Beacon for those out-of-towners.  We encourage everyone to stay for the Base Budget Luncheon and bring up any questions or concerns.  Thank You!
UMCOR’s 100-Ton Challenge
UMCOR is challenging United Methodists to help farmers earn fair prices for their crops by participating in UMCOR's 100-Ton Challenge. The 12-month campaign encourages United Methodists to help increase the amount of fairly-traded coffee, tea, chocolate and snacks purchased through The UMCOR Coffee Project and its partner Equal Exchange, a 100% Fair Trade, worker-owned co-operative. Purchasing fairly-traded goods allows small-scale farmers to earn fair prices, invest in farm improvements, reduce debt, and improve their communities while providing a better life for themselves and their families. 

UMCOR's 100-Ton Challenge began on Saturday, May 10, in observance of World Fair Trade Day and will end May 9, 2009. The goal is to increase awareness about Fair Trade in United Methodist churches everywhere and leverage fairly traded products to help promote better lives for farmers in Latin America, Africa, Asia and the United States. As you enjoy fairly traded coffee, tea or chocolate, you are part of a partnership that helps farmers stay on their land, care for the environment, support their families and plan for the future.

                Every Pound Counts 

In 2007, United Methodists bought 68 tons (136,000 pounds) of fairly-traded products through the UMCOR Coffee Project—100 tons would be a new record. With every pound of product sold through the UMCOR Coffee Project, 15¢ goes to support farmers through UMCOR's Sustainable Agricultural and Development Program. Through this program, farmers learn new methods of cultivating their crops that produce good yields and nutritious food. Farmers who depend on Fair Trade for living, are better able to support their families, live healthier lives, and send their children to school. Join the 100-Ton Challenge and commit to doing more to support Fair Trade practices. 

              Fair Trade. Better Income 

The conventional coffee trade involves a long chain of buyers, processors, exporters, brokers and distributors between the farmer and the consumer — each taking their share of the price. Coffee farmers are left with little and often cannot cover ongoing production costs or living expenses. Fair Trade eliminates the middlemen and farmers receive a larger proportion of the price. This Fair Trade system allows farmers to earn a stable and fair price for their crops and delivers a fair price to consumers. 

Under the principles of Fair Trade, importers also commit to buy only from small farmer co-operatives; and to establishing direct, long-term purchasing relationships with the co-ops, including support for sustainable agriculture and the offer of low-cost pre-harvest credit.
Project Help
On January 30th 2009 we will wish our Project Help young man Tyler the best of luck as he leaves us to pursue more job training at other job locations.  Tyler and his job coach Judy along with Tyler’s Teaching Assistant Ed came on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 9:00 am until 11:00 am to clean the church.  

This semester we will welcome Jamir and Antowan on Monday, February 2, 2009.  They will be here on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays from 11:30 am until 1:00 pm.  
Christian Ed News

Submitted by Shirley O’Tier

Our pageant at Christmas this year was “Twelve Days of Christmas” and it was a joyful success. Congratulations and thanks goes to Linda Raulli who helped with the direction and implementation.

Our SS classes are offered to kids in pre-K through 6th grade.  Don’t forget there is a youth group, YUMS, geared for children grades 5-12.  The SS children are learning the scriptures, learning to read and find them in the bible, to re-enact that scripture through dress up, have a discussion and then close with either crafts, games or music which rotates weekly.  The children love shopping in “God’s Store” with their earned points; which comes from offerings, food items, acolyting, etc.  We even have “roll over points” that can be used and spent other months, they can buy bigger more “expensive” items.

The children have been making special cards at craft time.  The kids have learned, and continue to learn, about baptism.  They are making special hand made cards with personal sentiments and will be presented to a baby, or other persons, when they are baptized.  What a great way to teach and celebrate our Christianity with these cards.

Please mark your calendars for Pretzel Sunday which will be on April 5, 2009.  It seems like each day, each week and each holiday rush up on us.  I wanted to tell you ahead of time when Pretzel Sunday would be.  The children usually make pretzels the first Sunday of the month in which we celebrate Easter.  The pretzels are then shared with the congregation for communion that same day.  It is a fun and loving tradition here at Trinity, one that all the children, and adults, look forward to.  

Our Christian Ed team continues to look for more volunteers to teach.  It is fun and easy with the help of the materials and curriculum purchased from Cokesbury.  If you have thought about helping with music, crafts, or story re-enactments, now is your opportunity.  You will be teaching with others to help you “learn the ropes”.  The children always welcome new faces.  Please consider helping us, even if it can be once or twice a month.  Contact Shirley O’Tier 622-5585 with questions.

YUMS, the latest…………

 Our YUMS youth group is off to a glorious start for 2009.  Our youth sponsored a spaghetti dinner on January 4 for the base budget lunch.  We helped to raise over $400 from the meal.  Many thanks to all those that shared a fine meal as well as a thank you to the young men that set up the dining room; Justus, JT and Brian B and a thank you to the girls that made the meatballs and centerpieces; Maddie, Haley, Lyndsey and Kaleigh.  I am sorry if I forgot to mention anyone but Thank You, Thank You, Thank You.

Our group meets every other Sunday evening from 4-6pm at Trinity, in the Youth room downstairs.  We will be meeting on Feb 8 & 22, March 8 & 22, April 5 & 19, and May 3 & 17. Topics of discussion are bullying, peer pressure, self-esteem, friendships, family, just to name a few.  We share snacks, discussion, will have movies and hope to plan a field trip soon.  

Most of the ideas for the YUMS has come from the youth themselves.  We will be planning a date in February to go sledding at Longbranch Park, stay tuned for details.

As always, the kids are encouraged and welcome to bring their friends with them.  The more the merrier is our philosophy.  

The YUMS are having a fundraiser too.  Look for our youth to be selling bags of chocolates and candies for the month of February.   Purchases can be made before or after 11am service as well as other times.  Each youth is being asked to sell 5 bags, the price per bag sold ranging from $3-$5 or so.  The BIG BONUS is the candy comes in the environmentally friendly cloth bags you saw at Christmas time.  The bags will be in different patterns to reflect Valentine’s Day and Spring time.

One last thing to mention is a weekend retreat to Casowasco.  This is taking place February 13-15.  Applications can be found either with Cathy Bryant or Denise Murray.  The cost is $110 per person, a $10 discount for first timers; children must be in grades 7-12 and is sponsored in part from CCYM and kids from all different areas and churches will be there.  Cathy Bryant and Linda Raulli have agreed to be the adult chaperones for Trinity Youth.  The registration deadline is February 8th.

Hope to see all our youth on Feb 8 for the next meeting.  Don’t be afraid to pop in even if you haven’t been with us from the start.  The YUMS is the safe zone, all are welcome to praise God and celebrate!  

    Mission Afghanistan

Although Cindy Yaple’s husband Gary has safely returned from serving in Afghanistan, Trinity will continue though out the months of January and February to collect items that will be sent to the troops and to the children living in the midst of war. 

For the children, items in need are school supplies, coats, hats boots and gloves, small toys. For the soldiers, DVD’s, baby wipes, T shirts and magazines (like People).
Following the Christmas holidays, a new box will appear in the narthex to accept your gifts.

Keeping in touch with FEAT

Our doors and hearts remain open and welcoming to all new friends.  Beth Jordan and Denise Murray continue to offer professional and personal knowledge of autism and other special needs to the teaching staff for Christian Ed which includes Sunday school, the Youth Group, YUMS, etc.  We hope all children of God have a fun and “easy” journey through the scriptures as we walk together.

We continue to teach to at least one young boy, whom is also a member of FEAT (Families for Effective Autistic Treatments), in an inclusive setting.    He is doing very well, learning about Jesus and God; having fun the entire time with song, games, and story telling.  

Tell your neighbors, friends and coworkers about FEAT and the programs and supports we offer.  We are ministers of God; won’t you help us to help others?

Birth Announcement

Leonardo Agustus VanNostrand, born January 6, 2009, at 1:55 PST, weighing 9lbs 10 ozs.  Proud parents are Richard and Jenny VanNostrand, and proud grandparents are Judy and Robert VanNostrand.
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                              February Birthdays
2   Herb Nasarenko       19 Sandy Van Nostrand

3   Indi Shelby              20 Amie Whaley

6   Andy Cook                   Joseph Porter

7   Holly Cook              21 Brian Doolittle, Jr.

8   Ashley Weaver        23 Hannah Crispin

13  Sonja Chamberlain 24 Ashley Franc

14  Randy Wheat               Lucine Farling

      Rhiannon Mason     25 Jamie Klopfer

16  David Hamlin          27 Scott Gruner

17  Kristin Hoffman      28 Dennis Cunningham

18 June Hullin 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
 2-1-09   Allison O’Tier
 2-8-09   Lyndsey Murray
 2-15-09 Maddie Medley
 2-22-09 Allison O’Tier
If for any reason you can't make any of these dates, please let me know as soon as possible.  Thank you for this special gift that you provide for your church.

Mrs O'Tier- coordinator-
Home phone:  622-5585

Work phone:  699-3090 Ext.54109  
Cell phone:  572-0348
Office Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
NURSERY SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY
February 1          Open*



February 8          Denise and Lyndsey Murray

February 15        Open*
February 22        Open*

*Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board or please see Judy VanNostrand.  Thank you! 
Baptism Rehearsal and Baptism Dates 2009
Rehearsal

            Baptism
February 14


February 15

April 11


April 12

May 9



May 10

July 11



July 12

September 19


September 20

October 31


November 1
 
Next Newsletter 
Deadline 
February 15th

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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