T H E    T R I N I T Y


B E A C O N
[image: image1]
Trinity United Methodist Church




                          The Rev. Patience Kisakye, Pastor 
8396 Morgan Road, Clay, N.Y. 13041





       Church Telephone 652-9186

Website: claytrinity.org






                Parsonage Telephone 297-1906
Email:  claytrinity@cnymail.com






           revkisakyei@cnymail.com   

[image: image2.png]


March 2009

[image: image4.wmf]
Worship Schedule:  
Sunday Services are 9:00 am with Holy Communion and 11:00 am-
Sunday School 9:30 am for all ages. 
Welcome to the Celebration 

 Of Lent and Easter 

At the heart of the Christian faith is our participation in the life, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We proclaim that 'the Word became flesh and dwelt among us' (John 1:14). Jesus Christ was born into human history in the fullness of time for our salvation. Through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are delivered from sin and death, and by the Holy Spirit we are born into eternal life with God. This is the faith we are called to live in our lives and to continually renew in our worship. The season of Lent is a time when the Church seeks a new pace for herself. We should avoid exhausting ourselves with "busyness", sprinting through a series of events only to get to Easter Day and collapse with tiredness. Lent should be a time of refreshment so that the season helps all to see more clearly how to live a balanced Christian life, so that we can give authentic witness for the rest of the year. We will begin Ash Wednesday with a Drum Circle Service at 7:30 pm which will be a call to return to God with all our hearts (Joel 2:12). Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the forty day period of preparation for Easter and begins the journey to Good Friday and Easter. This day has become, for Christians, the day when we hear God's call to repentance and reconciliation, in a manner that has some similarities to the Day of Atonement in Judaism. This is a day for new beginnings with God, for putting aside the sins and failures of the past and beginning afresh. It is also a day when we are brought face to face with our own mortality, upon which we reflect in the light of the redeeming love of Christ. 

Ashes will be used as a sign of our repentance and mortality.  Ash is an ancient biblical sign and its use in worship is a powerful non-verbal way of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. The focus of the service will be on the scriptures, the imposition of ash, and characterized by reflection, silence and penitence around the Drum Circle Ministry with Rev. Darryl Barrow.  Come One, Come All and if you are concerned about driving at night please contact Pastor Patience for transport arrangements.

A range of meaning is associated with the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. In the New Testament, the Passover lamb is a central symbol of redemption, especially as exemplified in John's gospel and the writings of St. Paul. "Our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the festival" (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). The Passover recalls the deliverance of the Israelites from the slavery of Egypt into the Promised Land. In Christ this is given new meaning so that we are liberated from slavery to sin and death and delivered into eternal life. This is the Paschal Mystery. In Lent and Easter, the Christian Church enacts the narrative story of the life, passion, death and resurrection of Jesus and identifies itself in that story. Easter proclaims the reality and power of the risen Christ present in the Sacraments and in Scripture, so that Jesus' death and resurrection opens up a continuing experience of a living relationship with the risen Christ. 

The seasons of Lent and Easter are, therefore, laden with a richness and power that leads God's people to a deeper personal commitment to Christ and to a deeper sense of what it is to be the Church, the people of God. In these seasons God's entire story with God's people is brought into focus. By entering into and proclaiming the redemptive work of God in Christ through the seasons of Lent and Easter, we are formed in the pattern of Christ's life, death, and resurrection as we experience His life-giving Spirit. Therefore, mark your calendars and come out to Trinity United Methodist Church every Wednesday 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm to participate in the Lenten Journey so that together we can reflect on the origins of Lent which focus on evangelism and conversion; a time for journeying with Christ to the cross and beyond. Since Easter is the time when the Church celebrates God's most definitive redemptive acts, Lent is a time for intentional growing into God through deep reflection on Scripture, Fellowship together, Prayer, and Reflection on our Baptismal Covenant from which we derive our identity as Christian people. Preparation for sharing in and "doing the story" of Jesus' death and resurrection is basic, for all this leads to a renewal of our baptismal faith in the season of Easter. 

The observance of Lent was first undertaken by those undergoing their final preparation for initiation into the Christian community through baptism therefore, if there be anyone interested in preparing for Baptism please contact Pastor Patience at (315) 297-1906 for in preparing to worship in this season, we do well to explore the meaning of baptism as entry into a lifelong process of being transformed into the life and holiness of Christ. As reflected all through Scripture, this is a journey or pilgrimage that is bigger than the private experience of an individual. This journey engages the whole Christian community and it is the heartbeat of the Church's mission and worship. 

The meaning of Lent is made clearest when each mission and ministry leadership team in the church intends to prepare new Christians and members for initiation, whether that be Baptism, Confirmation, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, Renewal of Marriage Vows, and or Memorial Services celebrating the Memory of the Saints in our lives, communities, nation and world. In doing so the whole community of faith is thereby engaged in a common process of renewal and reliving their experience of coming to faith. The processes of searching the scriptures, engaging in Lent study groups, prayer and fellowship, reflecting on Christian discipleship, of taking seriously the need for reconciliation and repentance, is all seen in the light of true conversion of heart.
Crossroads District-District Day

April 22, 2009 will be Crossroads District, District Day.  Bishop Marcus Matthews will be with both clergy and laity on that day.  It will be held at the Erwin First United Methodist Church.  Please note the schedule below and plan to attend.  Please invite the laity of your church, and especially your lay leader to attend the evening session.

11:30-12:00 p.m. Clergy Gather

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1-3 Clergy Session with Bishop Marcus Matthews

6-6-30 Laity Gather

6:30-8 Laity and Bishop Marcus Matthews 

State of the Church Presentation

On February 1st a “state of the church” presentation was done to bring everyone up to date on where we have been and where we are going with the church finances.  Larry Hamlin updated us the pledges for 2009 – 45 received in the amount of $86,604.  As you will see on the Income Chart,  in addition to the pledges we have many contributors who donate faithfully to our base budget even though they do not fill out a pledge card.  

The 2-year boiler fund pledge concluded at the end of 2008.  There was $19,705 pledged but $21,845 actually received and we thank everyone for their support of this project.  Our utility costs were reduced by more than $4,000 in 2008 due to the more efficient system.  Even though the boiler campaign is officially over, we will gladly continue to take donations toward the system since the total cost was $39,594.  We have also seen an increase in the building use by outside groups – this is an important part of reaching out to our local community.

Other important items do not appear on the budget.  In both 2007 and 2008 there was about $500 each year in miscellaneous mission contributions – these are 1-time projects that occur during the year.  The bags and bags of groceries that go to New Salem Baptist church each month do not show up on a balance sheet, but they are vitally important to the people who receive them.  The clothing, games and household items that go to Brown Memorial Church also do not show up on our budget, but that does not make them any less important to those in the city of Syracuse who can buy a shirt for a quarter or a pair of jeans for 50 cents.  Again, thank you for making missions an important part of what we do at Trinity.

Since opening a separate memorial account in 2007, the fund has grown to $3,896.61 in a regular account as well as a CD in the amount of $30,790.78 from the bequest of Anita Kessel.  These funds are kept separately to use for special projects outside of the normal operating budget such as the electric piano.

The budget for 2009 is projected at $177,998 – this means we need $3423 every week to meet all of our obligations.  As you will see on the expense chart notes, we have had to borrow money from our savings account in both 2007 and 2008.  We have fallen short of our shared ministry assessment as well each year.  But through fundraising and faithful giving we strive to meet our obligations each year.  

If you have questions, you may contact Larry Hamlin, Linda Raulli, Michael Jordan, David Wheat or Cathy Bryant. 
(Please see Excel Spreadsheets Pages 6 & 7)

Christian Ed News
Submitted by Shirley O’Tier

The children are exploring and reading the book of Mark this month.   Many of our scriptures come from Mark and the children are enjoying it immensely.  Each week, the kids add to a time-line of Mark as they read another scripture.

Last month we mentioned how we were making cards for Baptism.  We continue to do this especially as we learn of Jesus’ baptism.

We are quickly approaching the season of Lent.  With that, the children will have a service project.  We are still working out a few details but please watch for news on this project coming in the next week or so.

A reminder that April 5 will be our Pretzel Sunday.  It is a fun day when the SS kids make pretzels, “the praying arms” which will later be shared at the 11am worship service. It is a much loved tradition that the youth look forward to.

 If you or someone you know might be interested in teaching or substitute teaching on Sundays, please contact Shirley O’Tier at 622-5585.   We are always in need of teachers and helpers.  

YUMS update
Submitted by Cathy Bryant and Denise Murray

For those of you who don’t know what YUMS is it is Trinity’s youth group (Young United Methodists in Service).  As many of you know in February we sponsored a fabric bag sale to help raise money.  The bags were filled with chocolates and other candies and we are pleased to report that we raised a grand total of $289!!!!  We thank all of you who helped us and please watch for other bag sales.  Remember- a fabric gift bag is our way to help Trinity “Go Green” and save our environment.

We met on February 8 and Feb. 22. The scriptures we have been reading are 

Ephesians 6: 10-18 which focuses on putting on the full armor of God and  I Corinthians 13 dealing with love in preparation for Valentine’s Day.  We had some great discussions and then made Valentines for Eldercare at Birchwood.  Quesadillas were prepared and enjoyed as well as a candy/pretzel snack.  We have also been exploring the issue of bullying in our schools and peer pressure.  It is a great bunch of kids and watch for the first of the month base budget luncheon coming on March 1 which the YUMS will sponsor.  We encourage everyone to attend as it is a great opportunity to meet our youth and taste some delicious food.  

Thank You, Thank You!

 

Thank you does not seem to be sufficient for the swelling of my heart and spirit you have provided to me during the past few weeks and continuing through my recovery.  What was to be a simple hip replacement turned into a nightmare for me.  I can tell you honestly that I have been "to hell and back" and it’s not a very nice place to be.  I can also tell you that I believe I am on to full recovery.  

 

To know that I have been held in prayer is awesome but also the daily cards, telephone calls, visits, and car transportation from you lifted me when needed and has me feeling very grateful for being a member of this church and to acquaint myself with such beautiful, caring and uplifting people.

 

I hope to return to my church and get involved once again hopefully by early April.

 

Love and blessings and humble thank you to all.  Eilleen
TREASURER’S REPORT

Memorial Account Balance – 1/31/2009
$ 4,188.61

Capital (Savings) Accounts-1/31/2009
$38,773.34

Anita Kessel bequest (3-month CD)

$30,790.78

Check Account Summary


January Income


$11,226.52


January Expenses


$12,265.43

Checking account balance 1/31/09
    
    (-89.32)

(temporary transfer of $100 to cover account) 

Unpaid January invoices total $2,600

Received payment for December gift wrapping of $1,199.70

Spring Roast Beef Dinner
Saturday, April 25th, has been set for the spring roast beef dinner.  Please mark this on your calendar to set aside some time to help with this fundraiser.

Mission Afghanistan
The collection of items for soldiers and children in Afghanistan will conclude in early March.  For the children items in need are school supplies, coats, hats, boots, gloves, and small toys.  For the soldiers, DVD’s, baby wipes, T-shirts and magazines are appreciated.  

Women’s Chocolate  Getaway Weekend

A women’s weekend is being held at Camp Casowasco on Friday evening, March 20th – Sunday, March 22.  If you are not able to spend the entire weekend, a 1-day registration is also available.  This event is sponsored by Casowasco and is open to all women.  Rev. Pam Harris will lead a Bible study based on Psalm 34:8 – “taste and see that the Lord is good…”  There is a flyer in the Narthex with more information.  Reservations can be made by calling (315) 364-8756 or emailing registrar@casowasco.org.

Summer Camp Brochures Are Available
The summer camp program information is available in the Narthex – summer is just around the corner and it is not too early to plan a summer adventure!  There is money set aside in our campership fund to help finance this great experience!
Trinity Nursery School Tidbits
By Donna Klopher

The three and four-year old classes have just finished a busy month learning their numbers from one to ten.  Circle time songs, finger plays, flannel board stores, and a variety of other games make learning fun for the children.  They made a project for each number.  Baking and eating a #7 cutout cookie was the yummiest!

The children enjoyed their Valentine’s Day parties, making valentine projects, playing games, receiving valentines from friends, and of course, munching all the tasty valentine goodies.

We are now taking registrations for the 2009-2010 school year. If you know of anyone with three and four-year olds who might be interested in the nursery school, please have them contact Donna or Tina, at the church number.  Thank you.

Acolyte Volunteers Needed
We are looking for some young adults to volunteer to be Acolyte’s on Sunday morning.  Please contact Shirley O’Tier at home, 622-5585, work phone 699-3090 Ext.54109 or cell phone 572-0348 if you would like to be an Acolyte.  Thank you.   
Office Hours of Church

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
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                              March Birthdays

7    Manny Jerome
17  Jason Foraker              

      Erwin Gruner

18  Les Ulm

      Geraldine Cleary
25  Barbara Soule

8    Barbara Harke
     Ryan Mason

11  Sarah Eisel

28  Fred Klopfer

13  Jeanne Bohanan                 Maddie Horrell

15  Pastor Marti                  31  Haley Weaver

                           March Anniversaries

3  Dan & Barb Soule 
Trinity Nursery School
“Over 35 Years Serving Young Children in Clay”
Meets daily starting in September and this year will end with the graduation of the 4 year old class on May 19.  They close whenever Liverpool Central School District is closed or delayed two hours, they do hold classes at the regular time 9:15 am-11:45am for 1 hour delays.  4 year old class meets Mon., Wed. and Fri. from 9:15 am-11:45 am.  3 year old class meets Tue. and Thu. from 9:15 am-11:15 am.

Teachers Donna Klopfer and Tina Schreyack can be reached at the church phone: 652-9186.
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
If for any reason you can't make any of these dates, please let me know as soon as possible.  Thank you for this special gift that you provide for your church.

3-1-09 Lyndsey Murray
3-8-09 Allison O’Tier
3-15-09 Maddie Medley
3-22-09  OPEN
3-29-09 OPEN
Mrs O'Tier- coordinator-
Home phone:  622-5585

Work phone:  699-3090 Ext.54109  
Cell phone:  572-0348
Easter Flowers
It is time to order your Easter Flowers. Please see order form on the mailing page of this Beacon.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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