T H E    T R I N I T Y


B E A C O N
[image: image1]
Trinity United Methodist Church




                          The Rev. Patience Kisakye, Pastor 
8396 Morgan Road, Clay, N.Y. 13041





       Church Telephone 652-9186

Website: claytrinity.org






                Parsonage Telephone 297-1906
Email:  claytrinity@cnymail.com






             revkisakye@cnymail.com   

[image: image2.png]


May 2009

[image: image4.wmf]
Worship Schedule:  
Sunday Services are 9:00 am with Holy Communion and 11:00 am-
Sunday School 9:30 am for all ages. 
DID YOU KNOW?
A story is told, “a woman traveled to England and while there, visited some of London’s finest stores.  One day, in the process of window shopping, she saw what captured her eye as the most beautiful cup she had ever seen.  Without any second thought, she reached out and bought the cup.  Everyday, she would take time to admire this beautiful treasured cup.  Moved with admiration she would speak to the cup  saying, ‘I am glad that I found you, dear cup.  You are the most beautiful cup that I have ever seen.’  On her return home she tried to keep the cup wrapped up, but she could not refrain.  She took the cup out and admired its beauty.  Soon she drifted off to sleep, with the cup held fast in her hand.  And while she slept, she dreamed that the cup talked back to her.  The cup said, ‘You know, I’m tired of you telling me how beautiful I am.  I am not what I used to be.  I once was nothing but clay and dirt until one day a master craftsman came along and lifted me up out of the mire.  I did not understand it when he beat me and shaped me.  I did not understand it when he put me in the kiln, he put me in an oven hotter than you could imagine.  I could not imagine why he would paint me and then put me back in the oven to bake me.  But you know, I learned to thank the master craftsman because if he had not molded me, I would be shapeless and without form.  If he had not put me in the oven of oppression, I would have no structural integrity.  If he had not put that paint on me, I would have no color.  If he had not put me in the oven to bake me again, I would fall apart.’  And so, I thank him when the heat is more than I can bear.  I thank him when I am painted to pain.  I have learned in all things, in everything, to give thanks for God’s grace is always sufficient especially now”!

Pastor Patience will receive her orders as an elder on May 28, 2009 at Hendricks Chapel located at the University of Syracuse.  You are all invited to join her in the celebration of one of the most righteous moments in her life.  It’s been an arduous journey to say the least.  

CELEBRATING RITES OF PASSAGE!
Come! join in the service of Christian worship celebrating the confirmation of Kaleigh, Haley and JT as they are sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecostal Sunday which is May 31, 2009 at 11:00 am.  The Gift is the Holy Spirit, who is the Gift of the Father and the Son to us.  Hands will be laid on the confirmands, and they will receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17) because  confirmation is the rite in which the Holy Spirit comes to us to seal and strengthen us as Christ's witnesses.  Having been baptized as babies the confirm ands have reflected on the meaning of their baptism and will be affirming their identity in Christ. The service of confirmation will be a celebration and affirmation of baptismal grace.  We will celebrate and acknowledge the Intercessor who comes, whom Jesus sends to us from the Father; the Spirit of truth that comes forth from the Father to bear witness to us, so that we  too, can bear witness... (Jn 15:26). (Acts 2:4; 8:14-17).  To confirm means to strengthen. In Confirmation our faith is deepened and strengthened, and through this sacrament we are more perfectly bound to Christ and to his Church.   Oh yes, in Christ you who heard the word of truth-the good news of your salvation-and believed it were sealed by the promised Holy Spirit, which is the pledge that we shall gain our inheritance when God redeems what is his, to the praise of his glory! (Eph 1:13-14).  On Pentecostal Sunday, Kailegh, Hailey and TD will become full-pledged members of the Church. They will receive spiritual strength and God’s graces to help them better witness to Christ. The confirmed have also grown in the graces and gifts first received in Baptism. Come, and pray with and over the confirmands that they might receive the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:15-16).  Come, and make your pledge to keep on celebrating our baptismal vows in faith. Come and encourage the confirmands  as they seek to live out their baptism, to love their faith, to stand up for it and share it as Christ's witnesses.   Oh yes, hear the invitation yet again and share it also with anyone who was  baptized as a child who is yet to be confirmed to consider preparing for Confirmation. We urge all who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to study their faith well before receiving Confirmation, because a confirmed Christian is expected to live up to his or her faith. 

A CALL BEYOND THE WALLS!
We are moving outside our comfortable boundaries. Prior to Constantine, it was clear who was in and who was out of the church. Mission began at the church door. And so did persecution. After Constantine, all within the empire were "in". "Compel them to come in". Mission began at the empire's border. The priest and the gospel stood at the North of the Altar, proclaiming the gospel northwards to the non-Christians north of the empire. Those days are behind us.  The church is in a painful paradigm shift. We are journeying into the unknown. Certainly all this may point a direction forward to becoming a missional church - primarily there for others - all others - not for the survival of our church life. 
Help!!!Help!!!!Help!!!
Trinity is currently experiencing a financial challenge.  We all know that it is through our challenges we develop stronger faith muscles.  If life was always easy and we didn’t experience ups and downs we would have no need to be faithful people of God.  However, we live in the real world and Walt Disney is dead. At this moment in time, we are short over $5,000 in our base budget needs.  So this means there are bills that have not been paid. It would be a shame to enter our beautiful sanctuary and not have any music or sound system or lights due to insufficient funds. Every one of our homes is filled with signs of God’s goodness and blessings.  Can we become more thankful and thoughtful concerning our church’s finances while remembering the great faithfulness of God our Father? Together we can overcome this situation.

Thank you for your anticipated support.
Your Stewardship/Finance Team
MOTHER’S DAY PROJECT
In response to the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25, you will be seeing a new project for Mother's Day. Watch for hand painted and decorated flower pots to purchase in the Narthex for your Mother's Day plants. 100% of the money goes to Trinity's base budget. We will reporting next month on how much is raised from only $25 seed money. God loves for us to test the principles that are taught through the Bible. As we thank you for your participation, a challenge is issued to anyone and every one willing to show what great things God will do -to work with and through Believers!!

NO NEED TOO GREAT---
NO GIFT TOO SMALL
Submitted by JudyVanNostrand and Cathy Bryant

How well do you share?  

1 Peter 4:10 -11 tells us “Each one should use whatever gift s/he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms…so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power forever. Amen!” 

We all are experiencing the crunch of time, the crunch of $$, the crunch on our energy and family commitments of which there is no end.  In the Bible all of these situations were dealt with by God.  But, the people sought God for direction and instructions.  Where do you seek guidance??   Selah. (pause and think about this)  Your church family is often more strongly connected than your blood family.  This is especially important during these difficult times.  

Trinity has an entire team of cheerleaders that are connected in the Spirit,-committed to seeing the “fruitful future” of Trinity.   We’re working on a list of resources that are already available through our active membership and hoping to add to this through those members who are still sitting on the sidelines wondering how they can get more connected and involved in the church and its activities.

We’ve all seen God removed from our schools, our workplaces and our world and Satan revels in opportunities to put down or oppress God’s people.  This has been happening since the Garden of Eden.

Trinity has many talented and gifted people- you may know some already-but our talents and gifts are not always as visible as choir director, organist, janitor, public speaker or vocalist.  There are so many other gifts of great importance. These are the gifts that we have been given and we should be using them to help other people.  When we get distracted we forget how much we have to offer to our LORD.

Work has begun on 2 directories.  One for the gifts we are willing to share and the other will be for specific needs.  By having these directories available, we hope to match the gifts with the needs.  We are asking that each person contribute in both areas and no gift is too small.  Thought starters include but are not limited to:

mending/alterations
 decorating

window cleaning

 crafts/creations

screen repair

 curtains

vacuuming
   furniture moving/arranging

car cleaning

 tutoring/reading

pet sitting
   special order decadent desserts              child care

              teaching a skill

lawn work/ 

 oven cleaning

planting/weeding

 closet organizing

gutter cleaning
  handyman(toilet repair/ painting
                          door knobs, etc.)
baked goods(pies, cakes etc.)power cleaning  

sharing tools

Some of these jobs may require a team whereas others can be done by a willing individual and the youth can use this as community service hours.  This is Trinity’s way to “pay it forward” which simply put means doing unto others as we would have done to us. It is also a modern day version of the Good Samaritan.

We are asking each of you to prayerfully consider this:  In what ways am I willing and able to reach out to support my church family?  So the next time you are tempted to grab the Yellow Pages consider your Trinity family first because it’s a win win situation.  Remember---With God all things are possible.


YUMS

Submitted by Cathy Bryant and Denise Murray

Happy Easter  to one and all.   The youth group continues to meet every other week; at our last meeting we watched “Jesus Christ Superstar”.   The kids learned and enjoyed a different version of the Easter story.  The music was catchy and fun, the clothing was a bit outdated and “hippie like” as some critiqued but a fun experience.  Cathy and I want to take the youth on a field trip next Easter and watch the stage production!

Our topics of discussion continue to be ones driven by the children; peer pressure, friends, what’s important vs. what isn’t etc.  We will be discussing deciding upon other youth activities and field trips as well as mission projects to help with.

YUMS are willing to help do some yard work and spring cleaning for some of our older members that may need assistance.  Please contact Cathy @ 622-3550 or Denise @ 458-0702 to set up some dates in May, preferably Saturdays.  We can move some lawn furniture, sweeping, raking, preparing garden beds, etc.  Call us soon.

All YUMS are needed too in every capacity with our Roast Beef Dinner.  Please sign up with Linda Raulli @ 622-4130 or contact Cathy or Denise.  Help is needed in the dining room, dessert table, set up/clean up (** clean up very important), table service, etc.

YUMS meets every other week, Sundays from 4p-6p.  Bring your friends with you.  We will be playing some games in the coming weeks; Speed Bible, Bible Jeopardy, acting out skits and short stories and snacking too.  Mark the following dates on your calendar and be sure to join us:   April 19, May 3, May 17and June 7.

SUSAN G. KOMEN 
Breast Cancer 60 Mile Walk

You are cordially invited to fun (d) raising event at Trinity United Methodist Church, Saturday, May 2nd.  This event will include 50/50 raffle, an auction, homeshow business, crafters and a donation table to help sponsorship.  Fun(ding) will begin at 10 am to 4 pm.

I will be participating in the 60 mile breast cancer walk August 21-23 and I need to raise $2300 in order to be fully sponsored.  Your help would be greatly appreciated.

Please feel free to invite family and friends.  Hope to see you at Trinity.  Any questions please call me at 623-9615 hm, or 575-5089 cell.  Lisa Davis

****   THE NOISY CAN OFFERING IS COMING SOON****

The youth will be collecting coins for camperships; to be used by our youth at Trinity.  Please save your spare change and consider donating to the youth.

Thank you.

FROM THE TRUSTEES
The leaking water in the ladies room is fixed – Mike Jordan and his father-in-law installed new faucets. Thank you!!! They also installed our Safe Sanctuary windows in the classroom doors. Thank you!!!

MISSIONS
Thank you for your donation of Easter hams and groceries – we were able to deliver 16 hams and many bags of food to New Salem Baptist Church for Easter.
MARY CIRCLE
Mary Circle’s next meeting will be May 14th at the church with Alberta Hamlin and Eileen Amidon hostesses. 
F.Y.I-------Wheelchairs

Did you know that Trinity has 3 wheelchairs which will be located just inside our entrance doors?  Please feel free to use them and encourage others who might need them as we want everyone to be able to have access to our worship.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If anyone would like to volunteer to help the mowing team mow our church lawn this summer, please call Jane Cole at 727-7698
COME ONE AND ALL!

To Sing with the Choir , Sopranos, Altos, Tenors and Bases.  Come and join us on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm at the Choir Loft.  “Have a song in your head all the time” 

David Wheat 695-5055
TREASURER’S REPORT
Memorial Account Balance 3/31/2009
$  4,188.61
Capital (Savings) Accounts-2/28/2009


   Regular Savings @ M & T 

$12,295.22

        6-mo. CD @ Solvay Bank @ 2.47%
$20,123.92

        Anita Kessel bequest (3-month CD)
$30,617.02

Regular Savings @ Solvay Bank

$        10.07






$64,709.49

Checking Account Summary

   March Income



$10,943.45

   March Expenses


$12,809.31

As of the end of March, our finances are $7,288.35 in the “red”.  I have had to borrow money from the savings account to make payments, and April will be tough too.  The Stewardship and Finance committee has discussed ways of bringing in extra funding.  We know that the economy has impacted everyone, so we are asking for creative fundraising ideas – and people to put those ideas into action.  Even if you cannot contribute additional money, using your talents to plan a fundraiser or help another person with a plan can be just as helpful as writing a check.  Please consider ways to help Trinity meet their financial obligations and contact any church leader with your idea.  Thank you…..Linda Raulli, Treasurer

TRINITY NURSERY SCHOOL TIDBITS
by Donna Klopfer and Tina Schreyack

 The three-year old class finished up their ABC sticker books that they worked so diligently on, and have proudly taken them home to share with their families. The four-year old class went on a field trip to the library and received their very own library card. We will be busy learning about Community Helpers in both classes. The fours will also visit the fire station, police station, and Price Chopper, along with visits to the school, from the fire station and police station for the threes. This is a busy and fun time of year for the students.
 
The four-year old class continues to learn a new alphabet letter every Friday. The letter 'T' was expecially exciting with a Teddy Bear Picnic. The children brought their own Teddy Bears and everything we did included the bears. Even the snack was a blanket of whip cream with Teddy 
Grahams on top!
 
Our Easter parties were filled with Easter projects, games, Easter egg hunts, and lots of yummy treats provided by the parents. Great time was had by all.
 
We continue to take registrations for the 2009-2010 school year. Thank you.
CELEBRATION OF LIFE
A Celebration of Life for Katherine Younglove will be held on May 12 at Pines Plains Cemetery at 11:00 am.  A luncheon will follow the Celebration at Trinity United Methodist Church. 
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                             May Birthdays

1    Barbara Hoffman    
 14 Vicki Jerome



      Amanda Wentworth
 19 Ruth Koch

2    James Smith 3rd 
 20 Allyson Jordan

      Kathleen Raulli             25 Elizabeth Ruby Manley
8   James Doolittle
 29 Devon Dattmore

9   Corey Bohanan                   Lillian Porter
     Paul Klopfer

      Kierston Whaley


12 James Smith

 31 George Hotaling  


13 Dottie Henderson
     Kurt Bohanan







May Anniversaries
11  Dick and Arlene Olson

22  Kurt and Jeanne Bohanan 

24  Don and Lois Evans

27 Les and Sharleen Ulm

Office Hours of Church

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
             Pastor Patience would like to be in conversation with you at anyone of the following times:

Mondays-2:00-5:00 pm

Wednesdays-2:00-5:00 pm

Thursdays-2:00-5:00 pm

Friday is Pastor’s day off.   

Office Hours of Church

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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