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Worship Schedule:  
Sunday Services are 9:00 am with Holy Communion and 11:00 am-
Sunday School 9:30 am for all ages. 
A RISE!

John 20 11-18

11-13But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look into the tomb and saw two angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the head, the other at the foot of where Jesus' body had been laid. They said to her, "Woman, why do you weep?" 

 13-14"They took my Master," she said, "and I don't know where they put Him." After she said this, she turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But she didn't recognize Him. 

 15Jesus spoke to her, "Woman, why do you weep? Who are you looking for?"  She, thinking that He was the gardener, said, "Mister, if you took Him, tell me where you put Him so I can care for Him." 

 16Jesus said, "Mary."  Turning to face Him, she said in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" meaning "Teacher!" 

 17Jesus said, "Don't cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, 'I ascend to my Father and your Father, my God and your God.'" 

 18Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: "I saw the Master!" And she told them everything He said to her. 

Greetings, friends as we anticipate to meet the challenge of the Easter event.  We hear again our Lord asking Mary, "Woman, why do you weep?"  

The message is clear; Mary had shown up at the tomb weeping.  Her spirit was broken.  And her heart was filled with gloom.  She was sad and in grief because she had lost someone she loved very much.  You and I can relate to Mary, especially in her time of mourning.  Can’t we?  Each one of us at one point or another has grieved the loss of a loved one.  And so, we can pause to seat with Mary as we wonder how we might comfort her in this moment of grief.  

Mary had shown up looking for the dead body of her beloved but found a risen body.  Wow!  When she saw the resurrected Lord, she was resurrected from grief to joy.  Suddenly, at the sound of her name, there was no more despair but joy!  There was no more sadness but happiness.  She exploded with shouts of joy proclaiming to all; “I have seen the Lord!”  “He is risen!”  Come and see, the risen Lord.  

As Mary rose from defeat she challenged others to rise from the defeat in their own lives.  She challenged whomever she came across to rise above their heartaches, disappointments, and miseries.  This Easter, I do not know whatever problem might be weighing you down but dear friend this is the good news that I know; Christ rose and exploded out of the tomb.  She called Mary by name.  She dried her tears and lifted her spirits.  Mary then, experienced her resurrection in the risen Lord.  She exploded with the news of that which she had born witness to and shared it with the disciples.  The disciples arose from their mental, spiritual, and emotional graves.  Friends, Christ is risen!  Therefore, you and I can rise above despair.  We can be resurrected for Christ shares His resurrection with us.  He rises and so can we.  We too can have new life by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We too, like Mary can make a new start.  We can rise from the graves that imprison us.  By the grace of God and in the power of the Holy Spirit, let us RISE, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Blessed Holy Spirit.

Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday-6:00 pm foot or hand washing and a simple meal 6:00 pm  
Good Friday-Ecumenical Service with Immanuel Lutheran Church 7:00 pm 

Service of the Light-7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday-Sunrise Service at the Lake 6:00 pm - 9:00 am Worship followed by Easter Breakfast and Egg Hunt-11:00 am Service.  

Good Friday Ecumenical Services

Trinity United Methodist Church will join with Immanuel Lutheran Church on Good Friday, April 10 for Service of the Shadow to be held at Emanuel Lutheran Church on Rt. 31 Clay, NY at 7:00 pm.  The choir will meet at 6:15 at Emanuel Lutheran to practice with their choir at 6:15 pm.
EASTER BREAKFAST

Easter Breakfast at Trinity will be served from 9:30 - 10:45 on Easter morning. An egg 

hunt will happen about 10:15 for the little ones, sponsored by the YUMS. The menu will consist of egg casseroles, quick breads and muffins, sausage, donuts, fruits, milk, juice and coffee. 
Breakfast is FREE to all and there will be a basket available  if you care to donate to our community food cupboard. Sign-up poster in the Narthex for those who wish

to donate.
EASTER BAGS

Easter Bags will be available in the Narthex as another fun project supporting the YUMS. YUMS is our very own Young United Methodists in Service and they know how to have fun!! Please support these young people with your prayers as they are our future
“Potluck with Passion” ---

A fellowship opportunity.

(Cathy Bryant and Judy VanNostrand)

Are you looking for something to do on April 2???  Well, we have a great way for you to spend an evening- Dinner and a movie!!  What could be better.

Come join us on Thursday, April 2  from 6-9pm for a potluck dinner and a screening of Mel Gibson’s movie “The Passion of Christ”.  It is a way to lead us into Holy Week.  All you need to do is bring a dish to pass and a pillow and leave the rest to us.  We hope you will consider joining us.  Remember----where two or more are gathered.....

COME ON IN...
The lounge is now open each Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 for an open discussion group. Weekly questions will be posed for conversation starters  but this time will be utilized to deepen our relationships with each other as we build a strong foundation while  learning more about ourselves and each other.  Coffee and other refreshments will be made available. Look for a sign-up to donate baked goods or juice.

GRANDMA’S 44TH ROAST BEEF DINNER  

I hope for 100% participation in the roast beef dinner on April 25th – whether you make a dessert or pour coffee, everyone’s participation ensures a successful dinner and that church team spirit that is so important.  The sign-up poster will go up the first Sunday in April.  Call Linda Raulli @ 622-4130 or email lbraulli@aol.com if you have any questions.
AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
Did you know that April is Autism Awareness Month? Please join FEAT of CNY for their 6th annual "Autism Fun Day" on Sunday April 5th from 1pm-4pm at Blessed Sacrament School (3129 James St. Syracuse, NY 13203).  Everyone is welcome and their is no cost!  We will have lots of activities for the kids (bounce house, games, coloring contest, face painting, magicians; story time; crafts) as well as food and drink!  You can RSVP to featcnynews@yahoo.com or call 315-560-4057.

The annual party requires lots of volunteers.  If you are interested in helping on the day of the party we would love to have the help.  Please e-mail featcnynews@yahoo.com or Bobbi Rogers @ 560-4057

BRING YOUR BIBLES TO CHURCH

Have you ever considered that we are asking the young people to bring their Bibles with 

them each Sunday while we do not show support by modeling this behavior? I challenge each and every one of you to begin to tote your own Bible with you to church and use it when we are reading the scripture together. Yes, we do have differing volumes but you should be able to follow along in your familiar book with very little difficulty. And 

won't this be a much needed way to teach how we value our own Bibles?  We set the example, they will follow.   Thank you, Judy VanNostrand, Bible teacher

Mission News from Brown UMC   -

submitted by Cathy Bryant
Just a quick note about what is going on at Brown.  We are selling Gertrude Hawk candy bars ($1) to help raise money for their kids to go to camp.  Sales have been fabulous and I will continue to have them for sale until all have been sold.  I want to thank Haley Weaver who has helped me and she is a great salesperson- hard to resist.  The tutoring program is still doing well and we meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6-7:30pm.  Healthy snacks and drinks are always greatly appreciated.  The Clothing Closet is doing well and volunteers are always needed to help sort and clean the closet.  If you want any information on any of these programs don’t hesitate to ask me or call 622-3550.  Thank you all for your continued support of this church in the city.
Christian Ed
Shirley O’Tier and Catherine Mason

The children in SS are learning from Psalms right now.  We are breaking down the verses and learning what they mean.  It leads us into Lent and Jesus’ journey.  The kids are really enjoying themselves, asking many mature questions that we don’t seem to have enough time to answer.

Easter is quickly approaching.  The children will be making pretzels during our Sunday school time on April 5.  They will make enough pretzels to share for communion at the 9am and 11am worship services as well as some pretzels for us to snack on.

There are not any official Sunday school classes on April 12, Easter Sunday.  We do hope you will join us around 9:30 or so for a brunch followed by AN EASTER EGG HUNT!!  That is held downstairs for children 1-12.  Hope to you can bring an empty basket or bag so you can take home all your goodies and treats the Easter Bunny brings!

The children are sharing their time, energy, and offerings; each time they bring in an offering of food, money, acolyting, etc, they are earning points or God’s Dollars.  These earned dollars are spent in the God Store the last Sunday of the month.  This is such a thrill for the children.

As always, we welcome new students and teachers to join us each Sunday from 9:30am to 10:45am.  If you would like to teach, or  to substitute teach, contact Shirley at 622-5585.  We learn from each one another and have so much fun!  

From the Trustees to all Church Keyholders:

Reminder to the last person out of the church: please check the building to make sure all doors are locked, lights are off, and no water is running. Last fall, our secretary and our nursery school teachers have found the church unlocked in the morning. Lately, they have found the water running in the ladies room sink, including the hot water, which means it was on all night! Also, sometimes the toilets run in both the ladies and men’s rooms. Whenever possible, please take the trash that you generate home. We really appreciate everyone helping keep our church safe and clean!
YUMS UPDATE-

 submitted by Cathy Bryant and Denise Murray

Our youth group met on March 8 and the 22nd.  It is such a great group of kids and Denise and I want to thank all who attended our base budget spaghetti luncheon on March 1.  We raised over $300 for the church, to God be the glory.  A special thanks goes out to Linda Smith, Judy VanNostrand, Mary Jane Nasarenko, Linda Raulli and Brian Barczewski who have helped us at our meetings and with the dinners.  On March 8 we studied Psalm 64 in relationship to peer pressure and then the YUMS created skits to identify different areas of our lives where we are influenced by our peers.  We were happy to have Pastor Patience join us for the evening and we think we have many potential Oscar winners.  We hope to plan an overnight retreat at the church in the very near future and be sure to watch for upcoming events sponsored by our great YUMS.

NEXT STEPS FOR SAFE SANCTUARIES
As many know, the Sate Sanctuaries program is designed to reduce risk of child abuse and neglect in the church while reassuring parents of both children and youth that concrete steps have been taken by our parish leaders toward this goal.  The program is named after the implementation manuals written by Joy Thornburg Melton, an activist United Methodist laywoman and attorney.  The program shas also been adopted as policy by the General Conference (national) and the Annual Conference (local).

Already, past Staff-Pastor-Parish Relations Committee chair Steve Pierce and Pastor Patience attended the spring 2008 Safe Sanctuaries training presented by the author herself held here in Central New York.  Les Ulm has also benefited from receiving this training by Joy Melton at a national conference for camp and retreat ministries.  All United Methodist camp and retreat centers in NYS and across the country have implemented most of these risk management approaches.

Soon you will see windows in all nine classroom doors which our Trustees are installing.  Similar windows are already in the doors to the office, the pastor’s study, and the lounge where meetings often occur.  Such a practice of providing sound privacy while not allowing visual privacy is now considered “best practices” in any church where adult-child (and also adult-adult) meetings or encounters often take place.  The risk of improper behavior is reduced by this transparency.

Soon our Christian Education Work Area and the Trinity Nursery School Board will begin using a simple Employment Application for paid staff and a similar Volunteer Application for unpaid workers with children and youth in our classrooms, our youth group, our Vacation Bible School, our daily Trinity Nursery School for 3 and 4 year olds, and our Sunday Worship Nursery.  Requiring such important documents is becoming common practice in schools, scouts, and non-profits.  Contact Les Ulm at 451-6189 if you have any questions or suggestions.

APPLAUSE, PLEASE...

The following people have nearly completed the Beth Moore Study-A woman's heart: God's Dwelling place and have broadened their view of God's magnificence. Cathy Bryant, Cheryl Johnson, Kathy Buchanan, Priscilla Cole, Sandy Burdick, MaryJane Nasarenko, and Judy VanNostrand. Each one is becoming an expert on how and why the tabernacle was created according to God's instructions. Feel free to ask them questions and continue to encourage them in their studies of the Bible. Watch for more

opportunities to join the group, coming soon.                        
Working vision to shape work of New Area Conference Team affirmed

By Marilyn J. Kasperek 

The New Area Conference Team (New ACT) continued their visioning process for the new Conference of the Upper New York Area this month and affirmed a working Vision and Purpose Statement. 

This is a first word, not the last - expectations are that the statement will continue to develop and the new Conference will continue to shape the future vision. (Not be bound by it.)

Those reading the statement should keep in mind that it is for missionary planners, not potential converts and it is to help us prepare for the future, not define the future. 
A full text of the statement follows and appears in the graphic with this article.

Our vision ( desired outcome ) is: 

To live the gospel of Jesus Christ and to be God's love with our neighbors in all places.

Our purpose ( what we do ) is: 

Growing in our relationship with God, 
Being the body of Christ within the world, 
Living in accordance with the example of Jesus Christ by:

•  Engaging, equipping, and empowering local churches to be in ministry with and to our Global Neighborhood; 
•  Encouraging and developing leadership within the laity and clergy that is diverse and engaged with the vision of Christ and: 
•  Building relationships with our neighbors particularly with those who have been disenfranchised by mainstream society.”

According to the joint resolution approved by North Central New York, Troy , Western New York , and Wyoming Conferences during their respective annual sessions in 2008 the role and work of New ACT is to engage in discussions necessary to form: 

A vision for this new area/conference that will lead forth into the coming decade. 

A plan of union for the new conference in 2010. 

A proposed design to facilitate the initial union of conferences, and a process to develop the necessary structure which will support the vision and mission of the new area/conference. 

With a vision and purpose in place, New ACT has a framework for their work. 

A number of New ACT subgroups and Task Forces are, or will soon begin, working on specific tasks needed to move forward a plan of union and proposed design. Guidelines for the Task Forces – Diversity, reporting, task assignment – are under development and teams ready to begin include Board of Ordained Ministry, Interim Sessions Committee, Local Church Assets Task Force and Ministry Contexts Task Force. 

See “Nuts and Bolts” in story on January New ACT meeting for details on other groups and their work. New ACT will look at budget for their work and other business on March 7. They will meet again on April 25. 
COVENANT

Did you know that there is a covenant between us, the People of Trinity, and Pastor Patience? This was made with the Transition Team last year and we are all to be part of it. It might be hard to participate if you aren't even aware such a document exists so I will be educating all of us about this. I ask that you take the time to read, ponder, pray and practice all that is contained, for this covenant speaks volumes about the direction the church shall be moving. It speaks about our goals, our focus, our relationships and how we come together as a team working side by side to bring the message of Christ's love to a broken world using our love and our light. If anyone would like to attend a discussion group about the covenant please see me and we will make it happen. 

On Saturday, March 14th, I met for training by Rev. Underwood at the Jamesville Community Church. It was very informative. One of the books I was given is Watching Over One Another in Love by Qwen Purushotham. (available at Cokesbury) It would be good for each of us to read, not just for SPPRC.

I ask each one of you to grab your dictionary and look up the following 3 words: respect, regard, recognition and write what you find on a card that you can carry with you. Then, refer to the card when you are tempted to become frustrated, agitated or discouraged. Watch to see when you begin to respond in a new manner.
Judy VanNostrand, chair SPPRC 
         (Please see the insert for Covenant)

 Trinity Nursery School Tidbits
      By Donna Klopfer and Tina Schreyack
 
When we returned from February break, both the three and four-year old classes learned all about keeping hearts and teeth strong and healthy. We have a great American Heart Society kit that has hands on activities to teach the children how to keep their heats healthy. Along with watching a dental movie, Charlie the Chimp puppet dropped by to give the classes a chance to brush his teeth with his very big tooth brush. Tons of fun for the kids!
 
We are now working on the three-year olds ABC sticker books as they learn the alphabet. The four-year olds have been enjoying the 'All About Me' unit. Hanging up in the nursery school hallway are life size paper dolls that the children made of themselves, as well as family pictures and other activities that have made this a really fun couple of weeks. You are always welcome to take a walk back on a Sunday and have a peek.
 
We are now taking registrations for the 2009-2010 school year. If you know of anyone with three and four-year olds who might be interested in the nursery school, please have them contact Donna or Tina, at the church number. Thank you.  

SHOVE TUESDAY
On Shove Tuesday more then thirty attended our Pancake Supper in the Fellowship Hall. Double the amount that had signed up to attend-Praise the Lord! We had some fun doing some new things-mixing some interesting ingredients, playing a new game, listening to official Mardi Gras music and learning a new beat with our thumbs up, elbows back, feet apart, knees together, bottoms up... lots of laughs for the participants and those less brave (or more full?) who watched.  Many thanks to those who cooked,  donated or cleaned up. When all was done it looked like we had celebrated in grand Louisiana style. Plans are already forming for next year- we can double the fun.

Did you know that April is Autism Awareness Month? Please join FEAT of CNY for their 6th annual "Autism Fun Day" on Sunday April 5th from 1pm-4pm at Blessed Sacrament School (3129 James St. Syracuse, NY 13203).  Everyone is welcome and their is no cost!  We will have lots of activities for the kids (bounce house, games, coloring contest, face painting, magicians; story time; crafts) as well as food and drink!  You can RSVP to featcnynews@yahoo.com or call 315-560-4057.

The annual party requires lots of volunteers.  If you are interested in helping on the day of the party we would love to have the help.  Please e-mail featcnynews@yahoo.com or Bobbi Rogers @ 560-4057
Newsletter Deadline is the
15th of each month.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Memorial Account Balance 2/28/2009
$  4,188.61
Capital (Savings) Accounts-2/28/2009


   Regular Savings @ M & T 

$12,293.65

     6-mo. CD @ Solvay Bank @ 2.47%
$20,373.99

     Anita Kessel bequest (3-month CD)
$30,790.78

Regular Savings @ Solvay Bank
$  1,250.07






$64,709.49

Contributions to Building Fund and Boiler 

Fund used for operating costs
                                           -Year to Date $    540.00   

Transfer from savings to operating

                                           -Year to Date $  5,000.00

Checking Account Summary

   February Income


$10,098.49

   February Expenses


$13,019.34

In February there was a transfer of $5,000 from savings to cover essential expenses.  In comparison with 2008, contributions from the congregation remain steady, but it was the outside funding that was considerably lower this year.  We invite you to share any creative fundraising projects that you know of .
Central New York DDSO

Homes Needed:  Adults and children with disabilities need loving home environments on a full time and part time (respite) basis.  Please call Ashley Kelly, CNY DSO Family Care Program, at (315)473-6919 for more information.

[image: image3.wmf]ALL   IN   THE   FAMILY

                              April Birthdays

1     Beverly Snow        10  Amanda & Lauren Bohanan

4     Jen Van Nostrand        Jillene Van Nostrand

6     Chick Quanttrini    15  Pam English

       Robyn Bloss  

                                 April Anniversaries
19  Ken and Katie Caputo

27  Dave and Stephanie Eghigian
Office Hours of Church

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00 am until 1:00 pm
Trinity Nursery School

“Over 35 Years Serving Young Children in Clay”
Meets daily starting in September and this year will end with the graduation of the 4 year old class on May 19.  They close whenever Liverpool Central School District is closed or delayed two hours, they do hold classes at the regular time 9:15 am-11:45am for 1 hour delays.  4 year old class meets Mon., Wed. and Fri. from 9:15 am-11:45 am.  3 year old class meets Tue. and Thu. from 9:15 am-11:15 am.

Teachers Donna Klopfer and Tina Schreyack can be reached at the church phone: 652-9186.
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
If for any reason you can't make any of these dates, please let me know as soon as possible.  Thank you for this special gift that you provide for your church.

4-5-09 Lyndsey Murray
4-12-09 Allison Otier
4-19-09 Maddie Medley
4-26-09 OPEN
Mrs. O’Tier- coordinator-

Home phone:  622-5585

Work phone:  699-3090 Ext.54109  
Cell phone:  572-0348
Pastor Patience would like to be in conversation with you at anyone of the following times:

Mondays-2:00-5:00 pm

Wednesdays-2:00-5:00 pm

Thursdays-2:00-5:00 pm

Friday is Pastor’s day off.   

Nursery School board will meet at 7:00 pm on the 4th of May.
OUR MISSION STATEMENT


Trinity United Methodist Church, a Christian community,  


in love … in service … in discipleship.
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