State of the Church Presentation
On February 1st a “state of the church” presentation was done to bring everyone up to date on where we have been and where we are going with the church finances.  Larry Hamlin updated us the pledges for 2009 – 45 received in the amount of $86,604.  As you will see on the Income Chart,  in addition to the pledges we have many contributors who donate faithfully to our base budget even though they do not fill out a pledge card.  

The 2-year boiler fund pledge concluded at the end of 2008.  There was $19,705 pledged but $21,845 actually received and we thank everyone for their support of this project.  Our utility costs were reduced by more than $4,000 in 2008 due to the more efficient system.  Even though the boiler campaign is officially over, we will gladly continue to take donations toward the system since the total cost was $39,594.  We have also seen an increase in the building use by outside groups – this is an important part of reaching out to our local community.
Other important items do not appear on the budget.  In both 2007 and 2008 there was about $500 each year in miscellaneous mission contributions – these are 1-time projects that occur during the year.  The bags and bags of groceries that go to New Salem Baptist church each month do not show up on a balance sheet, but they are vitally important to the people who receive them.  The clothing, games and household items that go to Brown Memorial Church also do not show up on our budget, but that does not make them any less important to those in the city of Syracuse who can buy a shirt for a quarter or a pair of jeans for 50 cents.  Again, thank you for making missions an important part of what we do at Trinity.

Since opening a separate memorial account in 2007, the fund has grown to $3,896.61 in a regular account as well as a CD in the amount of $30,790.78 from the bequest of Anita Kessel.  These funds are kept separately to use for special projects outside of the normal operating budget such as the electric piano.

The budget for 2009 is projected at $177,998 – this means we need $3423 every week to meet all of our obligations.  As you will see on the expense chart notes, we have had to borrow money from our savings account in both 2007 and 2008.  We have fallen short of our shared ministry assessment as well each year.  But through fundraising and faithful giving we strive to meet our obligations each year.  

If you have questions, you may contact Larry Hamlin, Linda Raulli, Michael Jordan, David Wheat or Cathy Bryant.

(PAM, SEE ATTACHED 2-PAGE BUDGET TO BE INCLUDED WITH THIS ARTICLE)

TREASURER’S REPORT

Memorial Account Balance – 1/31/2009

$ 4,188.61

Capital (Savings) Accounts-1/31/2009

$38,773.34

Anita Kessel bequest (3-month CD)


$30,790.78

Check Account Summary


January Income



$11,226.52


January Expenses



$12,265.43

Checking account balance 1/31/09




(-89.32)

(temporary transfer of $100 to cover account) 

Unpaid January invoices total $2,600

Received payment for December gift wrapping of $1,199.70
SPRING ROAST BEEF DINNER

Saturday, April 25th, has been set for the spring roast beef dinner.  Please mark this on your calendar to set aside some time to help with this fundraiser.

MISSION AFGHANISTAN

The collection of items for soldiers and children in Afghanistan will conclude in early March.  For the children items in need are school supplies, coats, hats, boots, gloves, and small toys.  For the soldiers, DVD’s, baby wipes, T-shirts and magazines are appreciated.  
WOMEN’S CHOCOLATE GETAWAY WEEKEND

A women’s weekend is being held at Camp Casowasco on Friday evening, March 20th – Sunday, March 22.  If you are not able to spend the entire weekend, a 1-day registration is also available.  This event is sponsored by Casowasco and is open to all women.  Rev. Pam Harris will lead a Bible study based on Psalm 34:8 – “taste and see that the Lord is good…”  There is a flyer in the Narthex with more information.  Reservations can be made by calling (315) 364-8756 or emailing registrar@casowasco.org.

SUMMER CAMP BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE

The summer camp program information is available in the Narthex – summer is just around the corner and it is not too early to plan a summer adventure!  There is money set aside in our campership fund to help finance this great experience!
